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Click here to go to a page
that tells the interesting story
of how | obtained my car and

its early history.

restoration of a classic muscle car by your average Mopar-obsessed guy

As | work on my Charger, |
post updates on this site.
Newest updates are at the top.

Click here to check them out.

August 15, 2010
NOPE!

The previous time | updated my page last fall, | had hoped that | was done
priming and was on my last go-around with block sanding. | wasn't there yet!
Really things are going quite well, but the doors (especially the passenger side
door) still had some issues to resolve. When using my longest Dura-Block
(about 24") | found some unhappiness that had somehow escaped detection
in my previous attempts. After many nights of re-working the doors, | am now
confident that things can resume.

I have reprimed the reworked areas, and am eager to begin blocking them
again. You really can't tell much difference from the pictures, so I'm not
posting new ones yet. | do have some good news to report however, | have
spoken to a guy | trust who owns a Mopar restoration shop nearby (about 45
minutes away) and he is willing (and more than able) to paint my Charger
when I'm done sanding!

One of the reasons for the lack of progress lately has been how busy we've
been as a family. Since spring we've been helping an elderly lady by cleaning
up her property. Her late husband (who died about 20 years ago) was a
mechanic, collector, and accumulator of lots and lots of stuff. Well she figured
it was time to sell the place, so my family and | volunteered to help out. It was
fun, and rewarding, but most of all, a lot of work! We sorted and hauled a bit
over 90,000 Ibs of scrap metal off her place to a scrap yard about 1 hour from
there (each way). We hauled off several tons of trash (not included in the
90,000Ib figure), over 125 tires (also not included in the 90,000Ib figure), lots
of cars, appliances, and assorted scrap metal. | did get a '67 Plymouth
Belvedere which sadly had been mostly crushed but still had a few
salvageable parts for my son's '67 Satellite, a '74 Dart Sport, and a '63 Dodge
Dart GT both in decent shape. Some of these funds have given a boost to my
"Charger paint job fund" and | hope and pray that before the close of 2010 my
car will be very very RED! Please stay tuned.

Posted in | | | ||

November 22, 2009
Third time's the charm...?

When you mention bodywork, especially block sanding, to most people, they
imagine and/or describe something that goes on and on and on, seemingly
with no end in sight. While | am still enjoying seeing my Charger get better and
better with each stage of progress, | am looking forward to that final block-
sanding in the sky when | can sand the entire car and see nothing but primer.
Then | should know I'm done. Will | get that this time? | hope to know the
answer to that in the next six weeks or so. This next round of blocking will be
done with 600-grit paper, and things keep looking better and better. Stay
tuned.
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| owned my Charger for 17
years before | had the facilities
and skills to enable me to do
the full restoration | had
always dreamed about. Click
here to view pictures
illustrating the various changes
in my car during that time. The
most recent information is at

the top of the page.
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Posted in

March 01, 2009
Block sanding.

With the car perfectly stable, and all my fears of it falling down gone, | happily
got back to work. | am using a series of sanding blocks of various
sizes and shapes. The blocking out itself goes fairly quickly. The green tape
line that is visible down the car is of course protecting the body line. The tape
allows me to sand to but not over the body line | worked so hard to perfect in
the body work phase of my Charger's restoration.

From what | have read and what my buddy told me, on the
initial block-sanding, | didn't have to worry too much about seeing small
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